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Oak Meadow 1

Grade

4 Lesson 1

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

LANGUAGE ARTS

Stuart Little

SOCIAL STUDIES

10

SCIENCE

ART

MUSIC 

Language Arts
Reading

Stuart Little

Assignments
Before your child begins learning new grammar material, it is important to review previously 
learned material. This is an important habit to develop and follow regularly. Spend a few 
minutes each day helping your child recall the work of the previous day. This will help solidify 
the knowledge and prepare your student for the work ahead.
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 1 10 to 12

the

Using the sample sentences above, here is an example of what your child’s work will look 
like:

The  swims. 

The bird . 

The lion roars. 

The owl hoots.

If your child has trouble differentiating between nouns and verbs, you can help by asking 
“Who or what is the sentence about?” (that’s the noun), and “What is happening in the 
sentence?” (that’s the verb).  

 2

• 
• noun

• 
• 

no 
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Here is how the example above would be corrected:

The dog ran away. The girl cried sadly. The boy ran after the dog.  
The orange cat mewed. The old man slept. The moon rose slowly.

In this course, you will sometimes be asked to create original exercises. If you are not 

grammar exercises your child can work from directly.

 3

-

Some children are very poor spellers who spell most words incorrectly. Others seem to 
have an almost instinctual ability to spell. Spelling ability is partially related to the learning 
style of the student and to genetic predisposition, but it also has to do with general reading 
strength and practice. 

Start each week by creating a new list. The list can include words from the reading, a selection 
from the word lists in the coursebook appendix, and words your child recently misspelled 
in written work. Review meanings of words, as well as the proper spelling and tricks for 
remembering the spelling. Some children can easily learn 10 to 12 words per week. Some can 

Encourage your student to practice the spelling words in a different way each week. This 
will help keep things interesting. When you give the spelling quiz at the end of the week, 
read each word aloud and vary the order from the list with which your child practiced all 
week. If your child misspells any words on the spelling quiz, help them make the necessary 
corrections, and then add those words to next week’s list to give your child more time to 
learn them.

 4
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journaling

o v o v m
n q g u 

v 

and

-
-

It is important that your child’s journal writing experience is largely free of judgment or 

most important way you can support your child’s journal writing is to encourage them to 
write on a regular basis (three times a week is recommended) and to be enthusiastic (not 
judgmental) about what your child has written if they want to share it with you. 

Have your child write on both the front and back of the journal pages. Not only does 
this conserve paper, but it also gives the notebook the appearance of a “real” book being 

makes a much more beautiful book, and of course, illustrations are always a lovely 
addition.

Try to avoid using lined paper. Many parents are dismayed by the crooked lines when a 
child is using unlined paper. However, those crooked lines are very important. When a 
child sees that their writing is crooked, the child is forced to draw forth from within the 
necessary strength and balance to keep the lines straight. Sooner or later the lines will 
become straight, and the child will have grown inwardly. However, if they are always kept 
within bounds by straight lines, children never have the opportunity to develop inner 
strength and balance to correct such crookedness.

The subject material for journal writing can simply be the content of life’s daily activities. 

awareness to the regular life events. When recalling events of the previous days, let your 
child struggle with memory a bit before you do the remembering for them.

When reviewing your student’s journal, make a note of any areas with which your child 
has trouble so you can work on those later. Rather than correcting the journal, take time 
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to focus on problem areas at a separate time so your child doesn’t feel you are criticizing 
their journal writing.

If your child is struggling with penmanship, or has trouble writing in cursive, you are 
encouraged to refer back to the third grade course. Take the time to do regular form 
drawing practice, as outlined there. Form drawing leads easily into cursive writing, 

lines. We encourage you to have your child do all sizes of form drawing, both large and 
small, as well as many different kinds of patterns. Handwork activities (such as whittling, 
knitting, crocheting, clay sculpting, and beeswax modeling) can also improve writing by 
strengthening muscles and developing coordination. It is worth taking the time to engage 
in these handwork activities frequently with your child; you will soon notice an increase in 
your child’s dexterity in writing, and they will have some lovely craft items to show for it!

Social Studies
Assignments
 1

ideas about the tree before your child begins to draw to help your child create a strong 
mental image of a very old tree.

 2

assignment. Do not worry about teaching your child about local history—this assignment 
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is just meant to allow your child to begin considering historical events in a personally 
relevant way.

 3

• Sketches: 

• Written observations:

• Short summary of the day’s work:
-

The local topography project is a long-term project that extends over three weeks. In 

samples. During the second and third weeks your child will make a scale model of the site 

has had to record information to be used later. Help your student think through the kinds 
of observations that will be most useful for building a model. Together, you may want 
to come up with some questions ahead of time that your child can answer while making 
observations at the site. For example: How much of the site is covered by trees? Is there 
any water on the site? Are there any objects made by humans on the site?

lesson book. Encourage your child to write in it as much as possible and to think of it as 
a place to keep track of observations. Remember that you can paste things into the main 
lesson book later if it is easier to take a smaller notebook with you on your expeditions.

your child to record information in a way that keeps it organized and makes sense to 
them. At the very least, each day’s log entry should contain:

• Sketches

• Written observations

• A short summary of each day’s work
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This lesson contains many detailed instructions. This is a good opportunity for you and 
your child to learn a bit about how to manage a long-term project with multiple steps. 

the materials? As you work on the project, gently engage your child to be aware of how to 
organize the work.

Thinking about how the day went is a good opportunity for your child to think about their 

your child questions that will encourage deeper thinking. For example: What is the easiest 

today? How did you solve them? What parts of this project are you most excited about?

Science
Assignments
 1

-

-

Students will practice drawing from varying perspectives. Drawings should be carefully 
done and in full color. 

 2

form
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quality
delicious beautiful 

-
-

words to describe what is being observed. At this age, children tend to be quite literal in 
their thinking and they rely heavily on visual cues when describing objects. Encourage 
your child to close their eyes and use the other senses.

 3

-

Students can be encouraged to discuss what they see either before or after they draw.
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Grade

4
ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

LANGUAGE ARTS

Stuart Little

5–10

SOCIAL STUDIES

SCIENCE

ART

MUSIC

Lesson 2

Language Arts
Reading

Stuart Little

Assignments
1
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When you create sentences for grammar activities, try to keep them simple. If your 
student asks to learn about other parts of speech, feel free to expand on this activity, as 
long as the student has mastered the ability to identify nouns and verbs.

 2

• 
• 

Journal writing is a great time for your child to enjoy writing without the added pressure 
of spelling and other “rules” for writing. Although it is always important to try to use 
proper writing conventions, you might want to remind your student that the primary focus 
of journal writing is on recording ideas rather than on making sure everything is correct.

 3

Refer back to the list of creative spelling practice ideas in the appendix of the coursebook 

Social Studies
Assignments
 1

 2

 3

for fostering a genuine sense of accomplishment in students. However, the parent often ends up 
doing a large share of the work. Identify areas where you could hand over more responsibility 
to your child.
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Science
Shapes Found in Nature

5 10

Assignments
 1

natural objects.

 2

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

most challenging for the student to answer. For instance, a student might respond that 
horizontal ridges in tree bark may serve to guide rainwater to the roots of the tree, or 
to give insects places to hide, or to allow animals to more easily climb the tree. They are 
not expected to know all the answers right now, but rather to begin thinking about the 
relationship of form to function.

 3
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• 
• 

• 
• 

It may help your student to discuss answers to these questions with you before writing 
them down. Try to encourage your student to deepen their observations rather than just 
offering your own ideas.
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Grade

4 Lesson 6

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

LANGUAGE ARTS

The Search for Delicious

The Search for 
Delicious

SOCIAL STUDIES

SCIENCE

ART

MUSIC 

Language Arts
Reading

The Search for Delicious.

Assignments
1 The Search for Delicious one

Final projects provide a good opportunity to assess how well your child is incorporating 
the grammar material you have covered over the last few weeks. Look to see that 
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capitalized.

3

The format for a basic book report is provided in lesson 3. If your child chose to do a 
book report for Stuart Little, encourage a different assignment choice this time. When 
assessing a basic book report, check to see that your child has included enough details 
to evoke the spirit of the book. It is tempting for students at this age to make vague 
statements. Encourage your child to use character names and place names as well as 

-

This question provides your child with an opportunity to form an opinion and to back it 

support their opinion, help your student think through the argument and discuss how to 
make it more convincing.

-

Look to see that your child is incorporating elements from the main story into this 
new epilogue. In the book’s epilogue, author Natalie Babbitt has Gaylen marrying 
a character who appears earlier in the book. If the future created for Gaylen is too 
fantastical, steer your student toward some of the book’s more familiar elements. 

device?

-

This question allows your child a lot of creative freedom. Encourage your student 
to gather data from eight or ten people (or more!), and then present the data in an 
imaginative way.

This option allows your child to work in a group and to employ a whole host of different 
skills. Make sure that the student takes the time to write out a script before focusing on 
the other aspects of the performance, such as costumes or set. Encourage your student 
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to introduce the play with a short narrative to put the scene into context so that the 
audience understands a little of the background before the action begins.

 2

 3

-

-

 4

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
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Social Studies
Assignments
 1

 2

 3

that they actually occurred. Encourage your student to make educated guesses about what 
natural events take place on a regular basis in the area.

Science
Assignments
 1

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 1

• 

 2

5 10

germ
germinating

 3

that your student sets up the experiment accurately. 
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When making predictions, the student should base them on what they already know as 

and correct terminology. For instance, if your student writes, “I think all the seeds will 

peanuts) will grow the most” or “I think the smallest seeds (the alfalfa seeds) will take the 
longest to germinate and will show the least amount of growth.” 

 4

 5

1 1
2  to 2

1 to 1 1
2

1
2  to 1
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Grade

4 Lesson 7

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

LANGUAGE ARTS

Native Legends

SOCIAL STUDIES

native

SCIENCE

ART

MUSIC 

Language Arts
Reading

 Native Legends. 9

If you worked with the Oak Meadow curriculum in third grade, then you and your child 
have already spent some time studying Native Americans and the experience of the early 
American settlers. If you are new to Oak Meadow this year, and your child does not yet know 
how this country was settled, you may want to take a day or two to explore this period of 

understanding of how the cultural and physical environments changed with the arrival of 
European explorers and settlers.
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Assignments
 1

 2

writing challenges that need attention. Remember to address them in the context of 
language arts lessons, not as a critique of the journal itself. 

 3

do you know where my dog sandy is I’ve been looking for her for an hour i wish i could find her gosh i’m get-
ting frustrated i’ve called to her a bunch of times but she hasn’t come back i’m starting to worry about sandy

-

When correcting faulty paragraphs, there is usually more than one way to do it. Here is 
one example:

Do you know where my dog Sandy is? I’ve been looking for her for an hour. I wish I 

hasn’t come back. I’m starting to worry about Sandy.

 4

• 1

I found rectangles and circles. When I went home, Mr. Johnson was there. I showed 
him what I had collected. Tomorrow I am going to cut fruits open and see what they 
look like inside.

• 2
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him I could scream! He took my ball and lost it! Have you seen my ball anywhere? 

getting lost.

In this lesson—and future ones—you will be asked to write some paragraphs that contain 

them out correctly in the main lesson book. Make sure you assess how many mistakes your 

too easy. Feel free to add spelling mistakes if you think your child would like more of a 
challenge.

child consistently overlooks certain types of mistakes, make a note and set aside some time 
to review the concept before too much time has passed.

 5

• -

• 

• 

your own. Have your child give you a topic to write about, and talk through your process 
of writing the three sentences on the topic: one topic sentence, one detail sentence, one 

try using the same process to write their own paragraph.

Social Studies
This week your child will embark on a six-lesson study of Native Americans. As with the 
previous long-term project, you and your child will have to work together closely on each stage 
of the assignment. After you’ve read through the instructions, revisit with your child your 

of you as a team. Check in with your child and identify aspects of the project that went well, 
and aspects that you might try to do differently this time.
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As a part of this research project, your child will take notes, write a research report, and 
construct a model of a Native American village. Research can be a lot of fun, but it can also 

beginning of the project to identify books that you think your child will enjoy reading. If there 
is not a lot of information available on the Native American group your child selected, consider 
choosing a different group, even if it was located a little farther away from your local area. It 
can be frustrating to get halfway through a project only to discover that there isn’t enough 
information available.

Assignments
 1 native

 2

notes, they frequently copy sentences word for word from their research books onto their 

that your child is doing this, demonstrate how to take notes in bullet form and encourage 

on each note card so that they can refer back to it later if needed.

notes, feel free to explore alternatives. For children who struggle with penmanship, note 

method. Later on, when it comes time to create an outline, your child can use scissors to 
cut up the piece of paper into individual bullet points, and then paste these facts onto new 
pieces of paper in the order in which they will be used in the report. 

prefer to read for a longer stretch of time, and then to stop and take many notes at once. 

coursebook as a guide. For instance, after your child has read a section on religion in one 
of the research books, they could answer the question, “How important was religion in 
their daily life?”
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 3

Science
Assignments
 1

5 10

 2

 3

 4

Students are encouraged to make connections and to compare their predictions with 
the actual results. Keep in mind that sometimes the best way to make connections is by 
discussing ideas with someone else.
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