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Lesson

Refl ective Essay 1
Learning Objectives

• 
• 

1800

19

Travel by train and horse-drawn wagon was common in the 19th century. 
(Image credit: Western New York Railroad Archive)

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY
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Reading

• River of Shadows 89–90

• My First Summer in the Sierra

Assignments
 1

19

Organize your ideas, and write a rough draft.

Revise your rough draft to improve the clarity and flow.
-

Edit your revised draft to make the writing more effective.

Proofread your final version. 

FOR ENROLLED STUDENTS

1

2
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Lesson

Impressions 2
Learning Objectives

• 
• 

1869

My First Summer in 
the Sierra

River of 
Shadows

My First Summer in the Sierra 

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

The Domes of Yosemite by Albert Bierstadt, 1867
(Image credit: St. Johnsbury Athenaeum)
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Reading

• My First Summer in the Sierra 3–112

• River of Shadows 1 2 1–55

 Reading Journal

 1

 2

 3

5
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 Think About It
My First Summer in the Sierra

“. . . saying never a word, as if he belonged to another species.” 13

“. . . the white hunter whom they had learned to respect, and to whom they 
looked for guidance and protection against their enemies the Pah Utes, who 
sometimes made raids . . . to plunder the stores of the comparatively feeble 
Diggers . . . “ 41

“The wild Indian power of escaping observation . . .” 72

“In every way, she seemed sadly unlike Nature’s neat well-dressed ani-
mals . . .” 78

-

Assignments
 1 73 74 16

1800
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 Up for a Challenge?
Anthropomorphism

-

“. . . many a charming flower leans confidingly upon [poison oak] for pro-
tection and shade.” 35

“glad children of light.” 43

“. . . the young river sings and shines like a happy living creature.” 46

FOR ENROLLED STUDENTS
3
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Lesson

Book I: The 
Shimerdas 6

Learning Objectives

• 
• 
• 

My Ántonia

sky, eyes, blue

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Group portrait of the Shimerda family, woodcut by 
W. T. Benda, 1918 (Image credit: Riverside Press)
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19

Reading
My Ántonia

• 1–2

• 5–90

 Reading Journal

-

Mr. Shimerda with a gun, woodcut by W. T. 
Benda, 1918 (Image credit: Riverside Press)

Bohemian woman gathering mushrooms, woodcut by 
W. T. Benda, 1918 (Image credit: Riverside Press)
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 Think About It

Up there the stars grew magnificently bright. Though we had come from 
such different parts of the world, in both of us there was some dusky super-
stition that those shining groups have their influence upon what is and 
what is not to be. Perhaps Russian Peter, come from farther away than any 
of us, had brought from his land, too, some such belief. 36  

. . . there was, faintly marked in the grass, a great circle where the Indians 
used to ride. Jake and Otto were sure that when they galloped round that 
ring the Indians tortured prisoners, bound to a stake in the center; but 
grandfather thought they merely ran races or trained horses there. 42

Assignments
 1

I first heard of Ántonia on what seemed to me an interminable journey across the great midland plain of 
North America. 5  

-

 

 2

1
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 3

Years afterward, when the open-grazing days were over, and the red grass had been ploughed under and 
under until it had almost disappeared from the prairie; when all the fields were under fence, and the 
roads no longer ran about like wild things, but followed the surveyed section lines, Mr. Shimerda’s grave 
was still there, with a sagging wire fence around it, and an unpainted wooden cross. As grandfather had 
predicted, Mrs. Shimerda never saw the road going over his head. The road from the north curved a little 
to the east just there, and the road from the west swung out a little to the south, so that the grave, with 
its tall red grass that was never mowed, was like a little island; and at twilight, under a new moon or the 
clear evening star, the dusty roads used to look like soft grey rivers flowing past it. I never came upon the 
place without emotion, and in all that country it was the spot most dear to me. I loved the dim supersti-
tion, the proprietary intent, that had put the grave there; and still more I loved the spirit that could not 
carry out the sentence—the error from the surveyed lines, the clemency of the soft earth roads along 
which the home-coming wagons rattled after sunset. Never a tired driver passed the wooden cross, I am 
sure, without wishing well to the sleeper. 77

 Up for a Challenge?

Option 1: Describe a Place

9

Option 2: Describe a Phenomenon

The wind shook the doors and windows impatiently, then swept on again, singing through the big 
spaces. Each gust, as it bore down, rattled the panes, and swelled off like the others. They made 
me think of defeated armies, retreating; or of ghosts who were trying desperately to get in for 
shelter, and then went moaning on. 36

-
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Lesson

Book II: 
The Hired Girls 7

Learning Objectives

• 
• 

• 

Those girls had grown up in the first bitter-hard times, and had got 
little schooling themselves. But the younger brothers and sisters, 
for whom they made such sacrifices and who have had “advan-
tages,” never seem to me, when I meet them now, half as interest-
ing or well educated. The older girls, who helped to break up the 

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Jake carrying a Christmas tree home, woodcut by W. T. 
Benda, 1918 (Image credit: Riverside Press)
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wild sod, learned so much from life, from poverty, from their mothers and grandmothers; they had all, 
like Ántonia, been early awakened and made observant by coming at a tender age from an old country to 
a new. 127

The Bohemian and Scandinavian girls could not get positions as teachers, because they had had no oppor-
tunity to learn the language. Determined to help in the 
struggle to clear the homestead from debt, they had no 
alternative but to go into service . . . But every one of them 
did what she had set out to do, and sent home those hard-
earned dollars. The girls I knew were always helping to pay 
for ploughs and reapers, brood sows, or steers to fatten. 
128

The country girls were considered a menace to the social 
order. Their beauty shone out too boldly against a conven-
tional background. 129

-

Ántonia plowing, woodcut by W. T. Benda, 1918 (Image credit: Riverside Press)

Ántonia and Jim watching the sunset, 
woodcut by W. T. Benda, 1918  

(Image credit: Riverside Press)
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Reading
My Ántonia

• 93–161

Assignments
 1

 2

-

-

 3

150–155

 4
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Presently we saw a curious thing: There were no clouds, the sun was going down in a limpid, gold-washed 
sky. Just as the lower edge of the red disc rested on the high fields against the horizon, a great black fig-
ure appeared on the face of the sun. We sprang to our feet, straining our eyes toward it. In a moment we 
realized what it was. On some upland farm, a plough had been left standing in the field. The sun was 
sinking just behind it. Magnified across the distance by the horizontal light, it stood out against the sun, 
was exactly contained within the circle of the disc: the handles, the tongue, the share—black against the 
molten red. There it was, heroic in size, a picture writing on the sun.

Even while we whispered about it, our vision disappeared: the ball dropped and dropped until the red tip 
went beneath the earth. The fields below us were dark, the sky growing pale, and that forgotten plough 
had sunk back to its own littleness somewhere on the prairie. 156

-

 Up for a Challenge?
-

Mrs. Harling was short and square and sturdy-looking, like her house. Every 
inch of her was charged with an energy that made itself felt the moment she 
entered a room. Her face was rosy and solid, with bright, twinkling eyes and 
a stubborn little chin. She was quick to anger, quick to laughter, and jolly 
from the depths of her soul. How well I remember her laugh; it had in it the 
same sudden recognition that flashed into her eyes, was a burst of humor, 
short and intelligent. Her rapid footsteps shook her own floors, and she 
routed lassitude and indifference wherever she came. She could not be nega-
tive or perfunctory about anything. Her enthusiasm, and her violent likes 
and dislikes, asserted themselves in all the every-day occupations of life. 
96

 

FOR ENROLLED STUDENTS
6 7
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Lesson

Exploration and 
Expansion 10

Learning Objectives

• 
• 

• 

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Drawing of Artist’s World, attributed to 
Wacochachi of Meskwaki, Iowa, ca. 1830

(Image credit: Marnie Rogers)
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-

Reading
Sacajawea

1

 Reading Journal

 Think About It

-
-

My Ántonia 

-
-
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Assignments
 1

• 
• 
• 

-

 2

My Ántonia

My Ántonia Sacajawea

My Ántonia

Sacajawea
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