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Lesson

Letter to Self 1
Learning Objectives

• 
• 
• 

Reading
1 In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction

• 

2 Write It Right

• 

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Write It 
Right
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The Writer’s Craft
A run-on sentence, its phrases piling up without division, is as unsightly as a 
sink piled high with dirty dishes. 

-

-

Writing
 1

 2

Write It Right

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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(Image credit: CC0 Public Domain/Max Pixel)

SHARE YOUR WORK
-

2
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Lesson

Essay #1 2
Learning Objectives

• 
• 
• 

really

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Write It 
Right

1
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Reading
 1 Write It Right

• 
 °

• 
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °

 2 In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction

• 
• 

A Lady Writing by Johannes Vermeer, 1665 
(Image credit: National Gallery of Art)
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The Writer’s Craft
Joyas Voladoras

Consider the hummingbird for a long moment. A hummingbird’s heart 
beats ten times a second. A hummingbird’s heart is the size of a pencil 
eraser. A hummingbird’s heart is a lot of the hummingbird. -

, flying jewels, the first white explorers in the Americas called them, and 
the white men had never seen such creatures, for hummingbirds came into 
the world only in the Americas, nowhere else in the universe, more than 
three hundred species of them whirring and zooming and nectaring in hum-
mer time zones nine times removed from ours, their hearts hammering 
faster than we could clearly hear if we pressed our elephantine ears to their 
infinitesimal chests. 

-

Writing
 1

1

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
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• 
• 
• 
• 

 2

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

-

Further Study

-
In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction
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Lesson

Revision and 
Photo Essay 3

Learning Objectives

• 
• 

Reading
1

Write It Right

• 
°
°
°
°
°

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Write It 
Right

1
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Write It Right

• 
Write It Right

• 
 2 In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction

• 
-

Jones and Laughlin Mill, Pittsburgh by Johanna Woodwell Hailman, 1871  
(Image credit: Carnegie Museum of Art)
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The Writer’s Craft

“Here one enters not landscapes or streetlit night scenes, but fragments of drama; splinters of 
euphoria that catch you up when you are least deserving.”

“I assumed all this was the onset of old age, or of senility—the nerves tangled inside the skull like 
the knot of a root-bound plant.”

“Late one stubborn, unyielding winter . . .”

Writing
 1

 2 1

Save your first version before revising.
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-

 3

5

4

3

2

1

Further Study

In Short: A Collection of Brief Creative Nonfiction -

SHARE YOUR WORK
3
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Lesson

Revision and 
Book of Self 7

Learning Objectives

• 
• 
• 

Reading
1

Write It Right

• 100

2 In Short: A Collection of Brief 
Creative Nonfiction

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

Write It 
Right

15

3
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The Writer’s Craft

As a young man my father had been 
a drapery salesman in a department 
store and his hands were ever after 
at their best when smoothing fabric 
for display—the left one holding a 
piece of cloth unrolled from a bolt 
while the right lovingly eased the 
teased the wrinkles from it, his 
fingers spread and their tips lightly 
touching the cloth as if under them 
was something grand and alive like 
the flank of a horse . . . There are 
pairs of hands like these—some 
brown, some black, some white—in 
every bazaar in the world—hands easing and smoothing, hands flying like doves through the 
dappled light under time-riddled canvas. 

The box where I keep the buckeyes also comes from Ohio, made by my father from a walnut plank 
he bought at a farm auction. I remember the auction, remember the sagging face of the widow 
whose home was being sold, remember my father telling her he would prize that walnut as if he 
had watched the tree grow from a sapling on his own land.

Where my mother sighed from ineffable sadness, my father sighed at simple things: the coldness 
of a drink, the softness of a pillow, or an itch that my mother, following the frantic map of his 
words, finally found on his back and scratched.

Cloth merchants in Paltan Bazaar, India  
(Image credit: Paul Hamilton)
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Writing
 1 15

15

 2 3 save your first version 
before revising

• Authenticity: 

• Clarity:

• Economy:

• Voice: 

 3

15
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